Cut-paper, China, Asia. ca. 19960. Museum of

International Folk Art

Cut-paper, by Marianna Pietnak, Poland,

Paper, Paper, Paper...

Paper is an important element for some of the oldest and richest
traditions of folk art. Paper-cutting is a centuries-old technique that was
initially practiced by Chinese artisans. In the 16th century, Chinese paper
cutting was introduced to Persia (Iran) and over time the technique
spread to Europe. This influence can still be seen today in the intricate
Polish paper-cutting designs, and the brightly colored papel picado (cut
tissue paper banners) from Mexico.

Before papel picado there was a tradition of paper-cutting in Mexico
called Nahuales (devils and spirits) used in ceremonies. The figures were
cut from amalt (in Spanish, amate) which in the Nahuatl language
means paper. Nahuatl is the language of the Aztecs/Mexika and part of
the Uto-Aztecan linguistic family. Amate is a bark paper made from the
pulp of fig and mulberry trees.
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El sol, papel picado by Christopher Gibson

Ritual Paper Doll, San Pablito, Puebla,

Europe. ca. 1962. Gift of the Girard Foundation
Collection, Museum of International Folk Art

Symmetrical Cut-outs

You'll need :

* brown paper bag

e construction paper (contrast
background)

e pencil

* scissors

glue stick
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Mexico, ca 1950. Gift of the Girard
Foundation Collection. Museum of
International Folk Art




Procedures

1. Take the brown bag and cut along one
of the side folds. Open the bag flat and
fold in half lengthwise.

2. Draw a symmetrical design along the
creased edge.

3. Cut around following the pencil line.

4. Open the paper bag cut-out and glue
the design onto a contrasting color

paper.

5. Add more cut-outs and decorations to
your design if you wish.

6. Finally, is time to display your
symmetrical cut-out design. Exchange
your designs with friends and family!
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